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Kerry agrees to give contra

data to US

By Stephen Kurkjtan
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - In response to a request .
from the Justice Department, Sen. John F.
KeTIIL.has agreed to provide thé government
with !nformguon comptled by hlg staff that
some leaders of the Nicaraguan contras and
their American supporters have engaged in
criminal wrongdoing.

In a letter to Kerry, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral John R. Bolton said any evidence devel-
oped by Kerry's staff “‘will be vigorously and
expeditiously investigated." Boiton assured
Kerry that the information would be treated as
“highly sensitive and all measures taken to
protect the sources’ confidentiality.

omised his staff's cooperation in a

return letter to Bolton yesterday. Three mem-
Kerrv's staff initially o tlined their
charges tn a meeting May 6 with
the Justice Department, the Central Intelli-
ncy, the Federal eay o -

and the State Department.
Since January. Kerry's staff has been in-
vestigating allegations of criminal wrongdoing

by officials of the Nicaraguan Democratic
Force, the largest Nicaraguan rebel military
force, and the Civilian Military Association, an
Alabama-based organization that has pro-
vided assistance to the rebels.

In an April 17 letter to Richard G. Lugar (R-
Ind.). chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Kerry said his staff has accu-
mulated “first-person evidence and documen-
tation™ on allegations regarding drug traffick-
Ing. gunrunning, conspiracy to murder. viola-
tions of the US Neutrality Act and fraud in the

spending of $27 miilion in nonlethal aid to the

contra guerrillas, who are fighting the Nicara-
guan government.

At Kerry's urging, Lugar has agreed to con-
duct hearings next month on the allegations,
which have been strenuously dented by Adolfo
Calero, head of the Nicaraguan Democratic
Force, and Tom

Posey, head of Civilian Mili-
tary Assistance.

Many of the allegations have already been
detailed in news articles by the Boston Globe,
the Assoctated Press. The Christian Science
Monitor and The Miami Herald. In addition,
The San Francisco Examiner reported yester-
day that a retired Army general who has
raised millions of dollars in private donations
for the contras signed an agreement for the
United States with Eden Pastora, whose small
army of Nicaraguan rebels has resisted joining
the three main contra groups receiving US aid.

Under the reported agreement. which the
néwspaper article said was signed by retired
Gen. John Singlaub, the United States prom-
ised to supply among other iteriis ammunition
and training in explosive and demolition tn
Pastora’s group in exchange for agreeing to
unify with the other contra greaps. Neither
Singlaub nor Pastora couid he reached: ite
State Department had no comment.

The State Department earlier this week de-
nied a report in The Miamj Herald that Han-
duran military officers have been skimming
some of the US aid money that was supposed!:
spent to purchase food and uniforms for rhe
contras. A total of 20.000 untforms that were
purchased from a Honduran supplier with 'S
aid were never delivered to the contras, the .-
ticle alleged.

A State Department Spokesman, Bruce Am-
merman, said that only 10,000 of the uniforms
were paid for and the State Department has
receipts showing they were delivered.
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